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RYAN, PHILLIPS, UTRECHT & MACKINNON*
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
•NontawytfRirtiw

1133 Connecticut Avenue, N,W.
Suite 300

Washington, D.C. 20036

1202)293-1177
(202)2914411

Thoroasenifl P. Duncan. Esq.
Oencnl Counsel

999 E Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C 20463

Mfceh 14,2008

Re: MUR5970
Dout. Edwards tor Congress

Deer Ms. Duncan:

This response to the above-referenced cormslamth filed on behalf of Donna Edwards,
Donna Edwards for Congress, and Janice Edwards Mtto»urer (collectively "Donnm Edwards for
Congress" or "Cozmnittee"). The complaint was filed by Mi EdwaroYoD^^
election race for Congress in the fourth district mMsryland purdy for publicity t^
gam. It is based solely on speculation and innuendo. For the reasons set form below, the Federal
Election Commission (''Commission1' or TEC") should fi«d no reason to believe thflt the
Gunmittee violated the Federal Election OttnpdgnActof 1971,assmendedt(TPECAw)orthe
Commission's regulars

Under the Act and Oimmission regulstioro, a ccjmplairit, to bt sufficient, valid a^
and iftn Ky HM nfa

SCI forth at 1 1 CJJl HI.4(d). Tnelmleii m tfiftM minimum pmv{«iMM am

(2) Statements >vhich are not based upon personal knowledge
should be accompanied by en identification of the source of
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information which gives rise ID the compiunantt belief in the
truth of such statements;

(3) TTiff complaint fbottld rjM!?tiriii A clear *y^ concise xccitition
of the facts which describe A violation of a statute or regulation over

lOD uflS H&UCuCDODI IBfl

(4) Ilie coiqpliiiic shodd be acoompttM
facts alleged if such docmncntstion is known o£ or available to, the complainant

Quite simply, even a cursory leading of die compliM reveals that it does not meet the
wry U«y tlm^AlH «gf fartK ity flig rnnmiJMiftty* •

Merely swearing to speculative and imsubrtantiated words not supported by fiKts or personal
knowledge should not give rise to Conmusium consideration of am

White the Complaint is somewhat unclear, happean to be argoixig that certain
mdividnali and organizations endorsed Ms. Ec^vard^ormao^ccatributionstotheConimi^
only because the Board of Directors of Th« Area Founo^rtioa,w*cre she sen«iaExe(nitive
niMefnr| vntad tn upprnvm £f»ff* Yftfagalm tn ytgft fM-gatiigaff^mf AS dlSCUSSed mflK fully below,

Ms. Edwards does not personally have a vote in the grant approval process tnd never made a
rtcommendation to the Board for her own personal or political gain.

The Complaint also attempts to link together indrvio^ials and organization through
tenuons, illusoiy eonneedons, o
lUege thai the CcsMiitteeeng^ T^primaiymfccnation presided in
support of this assertion is largely contamedm sensational cham and diagranu
louiceofmemlbrmationandmeaeatorofsuchdoc^^ Thesesupposed
t̂ lafiftpcWpt ^Mgrf «n Mijg^mi »nA imfanfytoH fegfml Mt̂ fJnn. Ho not yiippnrt mgli «n

allegation of any prohibited activity, fa ftct. ttiff f^imffTf 'ff ^"T^F1 ""rî e" *"* fnpnttA •
sworn statement specifically repudiating this claim.

In sum, the Complaint is based on pure spccidationandthecU>ctmicotsattBdiedtoitdo
nm support a single violation of the Act For this reason, the Commission should olsmiss it
unfliediately.

2m There Is No CftflpffffMftn Bctaffrn Prev^11* /^im ffrr11^* and

Since January 2000, Ms, Edwards has been the Eacecim've Director of The Area
FoundaticiQ^Arca^, a 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to
justice. To fulfiU this mission, Area grants funds to organizaticos and projects u^tocus on
media and democracy, or to those that promote equity, accountability, social justice, and a
participatory democracy.1 Ms. Edwards reviews hundreds of grant proposals each grant cycle as

SM http^/www.ircrfiBinuliiion.oityfixui it
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Executive Director and makes recomrnenb^tiom to the Area Board of Directon.1 The Board
then votes to deterrnmcwMch propossis to finid. Area policy requires all Azoa board members
and ̂ Executive Director to discloK their rnembeish^
Ms. Edwards has taken two leaves of absence from ATM white ate has been a federal can^
first between June 1,2006 and September 15,2006, and then tm'sprirnary cycle between August
31,2007 and February 15,2008.

The Complaint asserts that the League of Conservation VotersClX^ endorsed Ms.
Edwards in 2006 and 2008 because she was "mvolvedmchanneh^ $100,000 to IX^V" from
2004-2006. M* E^nm^d* *•»•• ***?* ini>^h^^ «" "^^umiriing '̂ any ftnrfff tir T C .̂ ffinr* ih* fam
not have a vote on the grant proposals and was on leave while a^ Moreover,
Ms. Edwards followed Area policy and disclosed her LCVbc«rdniembeiship to the Area Board.

The Comr^aim suggests ihatrMeruls of the E
efth^r endorsed MiSi Edwards or coootribottd to the ^""fpfltPf solely ̂ t^imif these organizations
received Area grants. This claim is supported only by a chart that shows tritt some members of
these on

The Area Bond of Directors votes on every grant proposal. Ms» Edwards his DO
authority to grant funds from Area to any organisation or project AnyiecommendationibyMs.
Edwards to the Board on any proposal before it were based strictly on the merits of the grant
application, and were not based on any anticipated or pcjsible political beneflL

The Complaint falsely suggests that the Omum^tee and a local Serdces Employee
« * ' « t e t i m mn"MJMtjOBf This assertion is

based solely on a connection between Ms. Edwards and Anna Burger, trie International
Secretary-Treasurer of SEIU: at one time, b<)A were board membert of They Work For Ui, Inc.

In fret, Ms. Edwards notified the chair of that board mat she would be taking a leave of
Ms. Edwards has not met or

spoken to Ms. Burger since before taking her leavcc^ absence m August Adriexmc Christian,
the Coomuttee' s campaign manager, afibms6 thatnoonewithmthecarnpaigncc^rdmatedwi^
SEIU or any local chapter of SEIU in the creation, pioo^wtion or distribution of tiiis or any other

1 Since joining Aro, ML Edvaidi BM reviewed u estimified 5,000 gnntipplicattoni.
1 Aica Board meoibtB mnstrecuie themsdvti ftomvodngootgnoitprop^teiuchfitwtioni.
Sa CoBH^hutt it PmgnpA 2.
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The Complaint also asserts mil TfceyW
political advertising m<x»jur^M The Complaint attache two charti of supposed
radio boys. yet full to cite the source of the infomiition or the individual or orgamz^o^
oeatedthem.1 Ms. Christian affirms that no indlvio^ within the campaign cootdixjat^
They WoikFct Us, be. in the creation, production otdu^
literature.*

M of the arxw facts and attMhmeitf^^
the Committee engaged in prohibited coordination.

••

The Complaint declares that EMILY'S List and the C "clearly joined forces;*
mzatiwM^eaqpwssty
mthafeimofmemaa^

Campaign.1"10 Not only did (he f^^^'ttwfl^TCTiavtfaOT'zp thii *NTiai) solicitation, but it fi«Q
paid far it - as oleady shown in the disclaimer of n»eniail,iT^d For by Donna Edwards for
Congress."" The Committee properry paid for the use of web services and email, and properly
reported the expendin« to me Coinmission. Attached to misntponse is a copy of the EMILY'S
List invoice, the Committee's check, and the page fiom the Committee's icportshc>wing this
disbunemcat."

The claarert indication that me O^
nearly dozen paragraphs Oat recite individual OVUM, cqgam^
this information to any violation of FECA.U The simplistic fact that tsingtemm'iridiial member
of one organization also participates in other groups does not allege a FEC A violation.
Similarly, the assertion mat several organizarjons share an adc^esscbes not allege a FECA
violatioiL There is only one discanable legal allegation and a singjlA assertion of sdmmistnrtive
enor contained in these paragraphs.

a. ThtC^iimirteedUiittcoordmatewimComnimitia
prodactfon or dissrmmattott of Communities Voting Together communications.

The Complaint declares that the Qminiitteeshoukl have attributed campa
contributions from Conmiumties Voting Together (XVTObecau^

Bkhnni 6 nd 7.

11 Stt CanpUint, Exhibit I.
"SMAttMfcmta.
u teOamplaiBt at Pingnph 19-31.

4
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literature critical of the incumbent, Congressman Albert WyuL. This declaration is supported
only by the net that CVT apparently nodes it the same address as other oxganiaiionf in
•nothorittte. Despite the fibcitionm New Orleans office q»cc,̂

tbrt tto Ckxnm
ltterttare»orthsttheCommtteet^ The Committee's
Mippm'jpi fn«n«g» •ffirm«13 tliat Aft ^mntmttea AM unt l»i» any jJipiHhiemgiit uHtf| the

pffMh?fn'«n IF ̂ 'fnmill̂ 1'"" «f «* fVT ditntnmiiMli'«tit i'tv>1ivtin rii» I^rafiirt. •ffaMAiiii tn tlia

compliint"

b. The Comrittee may wend to 2006 report

After a lengmy and inelevant description of its status with the Marytand Stale
Department of Taxation and Asseamients, the C^^
Congrtsi Committee rqxffted the izuxmect addreuteooe of its vendors, Citizens1 Sem
Inc. C^SH- The 2006 Committee made three payments to CSI, all of which are reported on its
2006Pre-Primary and October Quarterly reports. The 2006 Committee may have inadvertently
reported aa inaccurate mailing address for these disbTirsements; if so, it will promptly amend
than two tepoits to correct dua unintMtfional adminiitrative error.

For the foreffoing reasons, the Commission should fanp*Hfat»iy dg«Mi«i this complaint
^^B^^^^SjF ^^^ J ^^^m

Respectfully submitted,

Lyn Utrecht
Karen Zeglis

MSMConplunicPiit§nph24.
"SfcAttactanontl

Exhibit II.
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.-n !•••
-n *•'..

Sieve RoM«tal,a»lr
TheyWorkForUf
881 Id* Street, NW
Suite 630
WtiUngton, DC 20006

DetrSwve,

Fni wiStfa)| to let yon know fonuSfy dnt I wiB be tikiniilevvcofibienccftonitbc
Bovdofl^WoriclarUi.efibctivemiiiMduddy. HunretzulycqjQyedeve&ihii
limited time to help imtiitoaid

CQHulUlfiQ M60dt ID ulB GQBDDff yBHI* "A JMVB DM

Wi

t
DonotF.EdwudB
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BEFORE THE FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION

!• rt MUR 5970, Donna Edwards lor Congress )

DECLARATION OF ADRTENNV CHRISTIAN

/, Adrttnne Christian, do fartfy ctrttfy:

1. lim the campaign manager of Donna Rdwirdi for Congress, registered with the
Federal Election Commission, Id. No. C00422964.

2. Neither I nor any member of the Donna Edward* for Congress campaign itaff
participated in die creation, production, or distribution of any literature intended for
distribution beyond union membership thai may have been sent from the Services
Employee Interaationa! Union CSCIU^ or any local chapter of SE1L*.

3. Nettwrl nor airy manner tftto
participated in the creation, production, or distribution of any literature or advertisement
mat may have been sent from They Work For Us, toe.

4. Neither I nor any member of the Donna Edwards for Congress campaign staff
participated in the creation, production, or distribution of any literature that may have
been sent from Communities Voting Together.

5. Neither 1 nor any member of the Donna Edwards for Congress campaign staff
engaged in prohibited coordination with the Association of Community Organizations for
Reform Now

I declare under penalty of perjury that this declaration ii true and correct.

p - ;
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—***

>_
•ff
_
CO



Ml 14.2008 4:38PM M-5786 f. II

Attachment 3
00

O
en



MAR. 14.2008 4:38PM KO. 57J6 ?. 12

EMILY'S List

^vgmbcrS,2007

To: Domiidwic&fitf Confirm

From: Gillie Fines

INVOICE

This invoice rqpmeoti internet costs that will be incurred on behalf of Doom Bdwards for Congren.

'Jlic tonl indudet web feet , e-mail co«t«t and vinous oditr itenw associated with placement on our

website-
Total 1778-54

!Tii»invokcmuitbcpaMlinfuUbyThwtdtyNo»embtt8,2007. Plone make your check payable to

liMTLy*Liit. Please vend via UPS or Pedefal&qprcM. Iffouhircanyquatioraiegafdingihii

invoke, phase contact me at (202) 419-3174.

'iTiank you,

l-nef
Direcnr of Ifoance and Compliance
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Ilmm

LY AMD mum TO TOM wirn

Pay TO! EMILY'S List

ADDRESS: 1120 Connecticut Avenue, NW Suite 1100

CJTY/STATE/2IP; Washington. DC 20036

AMOUNT. $778.54

PURPOSE: 10 cover the cost that Bmiy> list *ill incurred on behalf of our campaign
- web fees, email costs, and various other items associated with placement on their
website.

(IP MILEAGE: Ofre Detailed Description Here).

PAYMENT TYPE: check
CHECK DEUVERY: _US Man

REQUESTED BY: Adriaane Chriadaj

DATE NEEDED: 11/8/2007

BUDGET CATEGORY:
Other

.. .1000.11-HlMMtll
....lomsa-Miinc
. ... 1000.69-OutlMCh

___ 1000.63 -

..1000.95-1
. 1000.66-I

JLtOOU.S7~OthB-
fl lOOO^a - OOTV Itadto

1000.64* HO Staff
.1000.05 - HQ PbOttt
1000.66 • PBtctae Sldppini

.I000.et - HO Otlec CMM

,, .IUM.M1-I
.. 1000.61-QOTVMnl

-Prtnunt
1000.7 1 - FteU Oft
iooo.n- DM16 ofc mem so

APPROVED BY:

> o

GO

11/6/2007
Date
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DONNAEOWA^FORCONOTKS
^^^HT ̂ WPB^^^^H^^^^ ̂ M0^W^v4jm

11B2

•̂•v

/Vovanber ff 20cn

$118.54-

COfff Ante irV»itfr^/J K i

o -i
-n p<-n cr..

;aW«2Vnti.p5SSr
1 §
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aCHHJULE B(FEC Form 3 ) ~^^

CA Oltll

unuir
11JD Oap
••1100

Ptgelofl

' 'nf' y 200*1'
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